between h£bertists and dantonists
as his ability to put through this measure, to which the
great majority of them was undoubtedly opposed. Few
things he ever did earned him greater hostility. It was
one of the chief reasons why Vadier, of the Committee
of General Security—a rabid Voltairian—hated him,
though he should have remembered Voltaire's saying:
"If there were no God, it would be necessary to invent
Him". Fouche, who while Commissioner of the Con-
vention at Nevers had had the inscription "Death is an
eternal sleep" placed over the entrance to a cemetery,
saw in the measure an additional reason for continuing
to work for his overthrow. But great as was the resent-
ment of his colleagues, they dared not oppose him.
Billaud-Varenne grumbled to him in private: "\Tith
your Supreme Being you are beginning to get on
my nerves"; but in public he too kept silent.
If, however, the enthusiasm of the Convention was
more simulated than real, and if some of those who
read the speech placarded upon the walls of Paris by
order of the National Assembly, pulled a wry face, in
the provinces, where fanatical atheists had made attend-
ance at public worship hazardous, this emphatic official
affirmation of the nation's belief in the existence of the
Deity was hailed with rejoicing. An "infinite number of
letters" (says Courtois) rained in on Robespierre. Com-
munes and congregations passed resolutions thanking
and lauding him. In one community cries of "Vm
Robespierre!" followed the singing of the Te Deum.
Mirabeau's sister called him, in a letter, "an eagle sail-
ing the skies". Europe turned its face towards him and
commented that, whatever his political and economic
doctrine, he, obviously, was the one man in France who
stood for order, authority and stability in that sorely
tried country.
But as his fame and popularity increased the distrust
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